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KENTUCKY REGISTRY OF ELECTION FINANCE
CASE NO. 2016-39

In re: Matt Teaford, Candidate for Kentucky House of Representatives, District 67, and

Treasurer of the Campaign Fund of Matt Teaford for State Representative,
District 67
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NOTICE
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The above-styled case will be heard by the Kentucky Registry of Election Finance
(Registry) at its next regular meeting to be held on Thursday, September 29, 2016, at 16:00
am. EDT in the Registry’s office at 140 Walnut Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
Appearance by Respondent(s) at the Registry’s meeting is permitted, but not required. Please
contact the Registry’s General Counsel if you wish to appear before the Registry at its meeting.

SUPPLEMENTAL STAFF REPORT
AND RECOMMENDATIONS

On June 1, 2016, Respondent Matt Teaford (Teaford), Candidate for the Kentucky House
of Representatives, District 67, and Treasurer of the Campaign Fund of Matt Teaford for State
Representative, District 67 (Teaford Campaign Fund), was sent notice of a Complaint filed by
Paul L. Whalen (Whalen), alleging violations of KRS 121.180 and 32 KAR 1:020 based on
Teaford’s failure to file the 32 Day Pre Election Finance Statement, due to be filed with the
Registry by no later than April 20, 2016, via certified mail, return receipt requested. The
allegations in Whalen’s complaint and Teaford’s additional failure to file the 15 Day Pre
Election Finance Statement, due to be filed by no later than May 9, 2016, formed the basis of the
General Counsel’s reason to believe finding that Teaford had violated provisions of the

campaign finance law (KRS Chapter 121 ).!

! See Notice and Staff Report dated June 1, 2016.



As of July 15, 2016, the Notice and Staff Repoﬁ was returned to the Registry as
“Unclaimed.” On September 6, 2016, the Registry re-mailed the Notice and Staff Report via
U.S. Mail, First Class postage pre-paid. This Notice and Supplemental Staff Report is sent to
provide Teaford notice of the date and time of the upcoming Registry meeting and to recommend
Registry action based on the following facts as reflected in Registry records:

1. Teaford’s Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Optional Request for Reporting

Exemption, received and filed in the Kentucky Secretary of State’s Office on January
19, 2016, indicated Teaford’s intent to raise and spend more than $3,000 in the 2016
primary and general elections.’

2. To date, the Registry has received no reports for and on behalf of the Teaford
Campaign Fund for the 2016 primary election cycle. The reports that are overdue and
the corresponding delinquency case references are as follows: the 32 Day Pre
Election Finance Statement, due no later than April 20, 2016 (Case No. 2016-32), the
15 Day Pre Election Finance Statement, due no later than May 9, 2016 (Case No.
2016-48), and the 30 Day Post Election Finance Statement, due no later than June 21,
2016 {Case No. 2016-81).

3. Registry records reflect that Teaford was notified of failure to file the 32 Day Pre
Election Finance Statement, Case No..2016-32, by telephone call on April 27, 2016,
to which Teaford verbally advised Registry staff he would file delinquent report same

day; however, he did not.

> See attached Exhibit A: Copy of envelope addressed to Teaford, sent via certified mail, returned to sender as
“unclaimed” and “unable to forward.”

* See attached Exhibit B: Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Optional Request for Reporting Exemption
(KREF 001) for Matt Teaford, KREF Filer # 293173, received by the Registry on January 19, 2016.
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4. Registry records reflect that Teaford was sent wfitten notice of his failure to file the
32 Day Pre Election Finance Statement (Case No. 2016-32) and 15 Day Pre Election
Statement by letter dated May 20, 2016.*

5. Teaford was again notified of the delinquent Pre Election Finance Statements (32 Day
Pre and 15 Day Pre), in addition to the delinquent 30 Day Post Election Finance
Statement, due to be filed by no later than June 21, 2016 (Case No. 2016-81), by
letter dated July 13, 2016.°

6. The Registry is unable to reach Teaford via telephone as the phone numbers reported
on his KREF-001 Form (859-446-1068 and 859-496-7699) are “not accepting cails.”

7. Teaford is designated as a current candidate for the 2016 General Election with a
spending intent of more than $3,000, which requires full pre and post election
reporting of campaign finances by the Teaford Campaign Fund.

8. This case incorporates by reference and supercedes the following delinquency case
matters: Case No. 2016-32 (32 Day Pre Election Finance Statement), Case No. 2016-
48 (15 Day Pre Election Finance Statement), and Case No. 2016-81 (30 Day Post
Election Finance Statement).

ISSUE

The sole issue before the Registry is whether Respondent, Matt Teaford, has knowingly

failed to file required Election Finance Statements fully disclosing the finances of the

Teaford Campaign Fund for the 2016 primary election.

See attached Exhibit C: Letter dated May 20, 2016 to Matt Teaford regarding First Notice of Case No. 2016-32.
* See attached Exhibit D: Letter dated July 13, 2016 to Matt Teaford regarding First Notice of Case No. 2016-81.



ANALYSIS

The core purpose of Kentucky’s campaign finance law is to assure the integrity of the
Commonwealth's electoral process by providing the public full access to a candidate’s campaign
financial data. To that end, KRS 121.180(3) requires a candidate’s designated campaign
Treasurer to fully report to the Registry “all money, loans, or other things of value, received from
any source, and expenditures authorized, incurred and made” on behalf of a candidate’s
campaign. All candidate campaigns - with the limited exception of those who elect to raise or
spend $3,000.00 or less in an election - are required to file a Pre Election Finance Statement
thirty-two (32) days before an election. See KRS 121.180(3)(b)2. In addition, all candidate
campaigns - with the limited exception of those who elect to raise or spend $1,000.00 or less in
an election - are required to file Pre Election Finance Statement fifteen (15) days before an
election. See KRS 121.180(3)(b)3. Finally, all candidate campaigns - with the limited exception
of those who elect to raise or spend $1,000.00 or less in an election - are required to file a Post
Election Finance Statement thirty (30) days after an election. See KRS 121.180(4).

Despite numerous notices of pre and post election reporting requirements sent to Teaford,
no reports or responses have been received to date. Teaford has failed to keep the Registry
apprised of current contact information and appears to be evading the Registry’s attempts to
serve notice of this case. He will appear as a candidate on the 2016 general election ballot
having filed no election finance statements or having otherwise provided the Registry with notice
of where he is located or any explanation whatsoever for his failure to file the required reports.

RECOMMENDATION

Based on the record of this case, in the absence of any filing or contact whatsoever with
the Registry regarding the delinquent filings, the General Counsel recommends that the Registry

find probable cause to believe that Teaford has knowingly failed to file required Election Finance



Statements fully disclosing the finances of the Teaford Campaign Fund, in violation of KRS
121.180 and 32 KAR 1:020.

Pursuant to KRS 121.140(5), if the Registry concludes that there is probable cause to
believe that the campaign finance law has been violated knowingly, it shall refer the violation to
the Attorney General for further investigation and potential prosecution. KRS 121.990(3)
provides that any person who knowingly fails to file required reports or to file reports at times
specified shall be guilty of a Class D felony. Therefore, the General Counsel further
recommends that the Registry refer this case to the Office of the Attorney General for further
investigation and potential prosecution.

This j_z day of September, 2016.

Respeetfully subgitted,

/M//,; J L0
EMILY DEﬁNfsf
General Cotthsel
Kentucky Registry of Election Finance
140 Walnut Street
Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

(502) 573-2226
Emily.Dennis@ky.gov

REGISTRY COUNSEL



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that copies of this Notice and Complaint were served by
U.S. Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, postage prepaid, and by U.S. Mail, First Class,
Postage Prepaid on the following Respondent:

Matt Teaford
2529 South Main Avenue
Highland Heights, KY 41076

with copy served by U.S. Mail, first class postage prepaid, to Complainant:

Paul L.. Whalen
113 Ridgeway Avenue
Fort Thomas, KY 41075-1333

this 12 day of September, 2016: «
M DL//M@O

Emily Demﬁ
General Cotnsel
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Exhibit A:

Exhibit B:

Exhibit C:

Exhibit D:

INDEX OF EXHIBITS

Copy of envelope addressed to Teaford, sent via certified mail, returned to
sender as “unclaimed” and “unable to forward”

Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Optional Request for Reporting
Exemption (KREF 001) for Matt Teaford, KREF Filer # 293173, received
by the Registry on January 19, 2016

Letter dated May 20, 2016 to Matt Teaford regarding First Notice of Case
No. 2016-32 :

Letter dated July 13, 2016 to Matt Teaford regarding First Notice of Case
No. 2016-81
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140 Walnut Sireet
Frankfori, Kentucky 40601-3240

Craig C. Dilger, Chairman John R. Steffen

Terry Naydan, Vice-Chair Phone: (502) 573-2226 Executive Director
Reid Haire, Member Fax: (502) 573-5622 Emily Dennis
Robart D. Mattingly, Member www.kref.ky.gov General Counsel

Chastity Ross, Member
Elizaheth G. Weher, Member

May 20, 2016

Matt Teaford
2529 South Main Avenue
Highland Heights, KY 41076

Re:  KREF Filer No. 293173 - Matt Teaford, Candidate/Treasurer
FIRST NOTICE - Case No. 2016-32

Dear Candidate/Treasurer Teaford:

Registry records indicate that your 32 Day Pre Election Finance Statemént, due no later than April 20,
2016, has not been filed. ’

Section 10 of 32 KAR 2:040 provides that failure to comply with the reporting requirements of KRS
121.180 constitutes prima facie evidence that probable cause exists to believe a violation may have occurred.
An administrative penalty accrues for each day that an election finance statement is late.

In addition, the Registry has no record of having received jr'our 15 Day Pre Election Finance Statement,
which was due to be filed on Monday, May 9, 2016.

It is critical that you file required election finance siatements immediately fo avoid accrual of penalties
or further legal action. You may obtain a copy of the form at http:/krefky.gov, “Forms & Brochures,”
“Election Finance Statement- KREF 006 (.pdf 438kb).” Please contact your administrator if you need
assistance preparing the stalement or cobtaining a form. Penalties up to $100.00 per day for each day of late
filing may be assessed, with a maximum of $5,000.00 per violation.

We look forward to your prompt reply.

.
Smcex;eiy,ﬂ‘ \
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Emily Dfunis

Generdd Counsel
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KENTUCKY REGISTRY OF ELECTION FINANCE
. : . 140 Walnut Street

C . .

raig C. Dilger, Chairman Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-3240 Johin R s.teﬁ;e"
Terry Naydan, Vice-Chair Phone: (502) 573-2226 Executive Director
Reid Haire, Member Fax: (502) 573-5622 Emily Dennis
Robert D. Mattingly, Member www.kref.ky.qov General Counsel

Ghastity Ross, Member
Elizabeth G. Weber, Member

July 13,2016

Matt Teaford
2529 South Main Avenue
Highland Heights, KY 41076

Re:  KREF Filer No. 293173; Matt Teaford, Candidate
FIRST NOTICE - Case No. 2016-81

Dear Candidate Teaford:

Registry records indicate that the 30 Day Post Election Finance Statement, due no later than Jfune 21,
2016, for Candidate Matt Teaford, has not been filed. Furthermore, Registry records indicate that the 32
Day and 15 Day Pre Election Finance Statements due no later than April 20, 2016 and May 09, 2016,
respectively, have yet to be received. In a letter dated, May 20, 2016, the Registry attempted to alert you
to these delinquencies; however, no response has been received.

Section 10 of 32 KAR 2:040 provides that failure to comply with the reporting requirements of KRS
121.180 constitutes prima facie evidence that probable cause exists to believe a violation may have oceurred.
An administrative penalty accrues for each day that an election finance statement is late.

It is critical that you file required election finance statement immediately to avoid acciual of penalties
or further legal action. You may obtain a copy of the form at http://kref.ky.gov, “Forms & Brochures,”
“Llection Finance Statement- KREF 006 (.pdf 438kb).” Please contact your administrator if you need
assistance preparing the statement or obtaining a form. Penalties up to $100.00 per day for each day of late
filing may be assessed, with a maximum of $5,000.00 per violation.

We look forward to your prompt reply.
Sincerely,

Zm% DMMQ

Emily Dghnis
General Counsel

e B
KentuckyUnbridiedSpirit.com K y An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D
UNBRIDLED SPIRIT



